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Emergency Response

October 8, 2005 will be remembered as a deadly day in Pakistan’s history. An earthquake measuring 7.6
on the Richter scale struck Azad Kashmir and northern parts of Pakistan. The epicentre was in the
Muzaffarabad region, some 95 km northeast of Islamabad. The earthquake claimed thousands of lives,
destroyed the live stocks, damaged houses and buildings. 67% of the educational institutions, schools,
colleges were severely damaged and 75% of the government health facilities were completely damaged,
not including the various private sector health facilities.

Destruction, damage and death were rampant, everywhere and in every field. Agriculture, irrigation,
infrastructure, live stocks and livelihood activities, all were severely affected due to this earthquake.

IMMEDIATE Emergency Medical Aid

HCI Middle East Division based in Pakistan immediately took action. Despite the insurmountable hurdles
and challenges, HCI key staff with medical team succeeded to reach Ghari Dopatta in Jehlum valley of
AJK, and immediately established an emergency field medical camp with a team of doctors and
paramedical staff. They started treating the injured, the sick and the traumatized.
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